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Jesus is not like anyone else who ever lived. No religious
tradition has anyone like Him. Nobody even comes close.
Some religions have people who claim to be hearing directly
from God. Others believe God is in the trees or in the sun.
But Jesus is something completely different and, at least on
the surface, a little strange: He is fully God and fully human.
He's both. All at the same time.

Why is it important that Jesus is both fully God and
fully man?



THE WORD

It's difficult to imagine something that is two separate things at once. Try to think abou
a perfectly round edge that is also totally jagged. Or a snail that is also a falcon. We're not
good at thinking like this, because it is what we call a contradiction.

Try to imagine more contradictions like this. What other things can only be one
thing or the other—not both?

Even more difficult to imagine that happens to also be a central idea in Christianity: Jesus
was totally, completely, perfectly human. But He was also totally, completely, perfectly God.
How could this be?

What are some things you know to be true about humans?

What are some things you know to be true about God?

Read Genesis 1:1-3.

Investigate the text. What does verse 1 tell us about God and what He did?

Who else was around when God was doing this (v. 2)?

These three verses—the first three verses of the Bible—are the first place we see what
people call the Godhead, or the Trinity. It tells us something about God and what He’s like:
He’s one God, one Divine Creator. But He also exists as three distinct Persons. We see the
first Person of God in verse 1. He's the One who created everything. We see the second
Person of God in verse 2. God’s Spirit is never far from God, because they work, observe,
and move together.

But verse 3 tells us something incredibly important. When God created everything, He did it
by speaking. He used His Word. God, His Spirit, and His Word are three distinct Persons of
the same Creator. We're going to focus on that third person: God’s Word.
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GOD'S WORD MADE FLESH

Our words have incredible power. They have the power to hurt, as well as the power to heal.
However, God’s Word is even more powerful: His Word created everything around you.
God’s Word came to prophets and kings, to shepherds and priests. Finally, God's Word did
something incredible: it came in the form of a person.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through him, and apart
from him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that
life was the light of men. That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did
not overcome it. ... The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his
glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
JOHN 1:1-5,14

What amazing things do these verses say about the Word of God?

John went on to explain that when the Word became flesh, the world got to know Him as
Jesus. To call this occurrence anything less than a miracle would be doing a disservice.
Jesus was both fully God (because He is the Word-made flesh) and fully man (because He
was born to a human woman), but there’'s something else about Him that is simply incredible.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who
has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin.

HEBREWS 4:14-15

If Jesus were just a man, then He wouldn’t be God. If He were only divine, it wouldn’t be a
big deal that He didn’t sin. The fact is that He is both. And He was certainly tempted to sin.

Sin entered the world the second mankind put themselves above God. God told them not to
do something, but they decided they wanted to be on the throne of their own hearts instead
of God. But unlike human beings, Jesus overcame temptation—every single time, We have
three examples of this for us in Scripture (Matt. 4:1-4). Jesus had the power to do anything
He wanted. Instead, He was submitting Himself to God's timing, not waiting for “permission”
from the devil.

When is it difficult for you to trust God’s timing?



LIVE ON THE WORD

If God is the one in charge of the way we live, His Word is sufficient for us to rely on when
the temptation to do otherwise comes along.

Notice what Jesus did here. He is the Word of God in the flesh, but He still used resources
that we have available to us to show us how we can act like He does. His entire life was
completely rooted in the Word of God--1o the point that even when He was tired, hungry,
and weak, it was the first thing out of His mouth.

Do you think that it is reasonable to expect humans to behave exactly like Christ
did? Why or why not?

What do you think is something we can do to help us start to respond to temptation
the way Jesus did?

Jesus' comparison of God’s Word to bread was on purpose. Just like physical bread fills our

physical needs and gives us physical strength, God’s Word fills our spiritual needs and gives
us spiritual strength—the kind of strength it takes to stand up to temptation. If we're going

to be like Jesus and stand up to temptation, we need to follow His example and lean on the

Word of God.

How many times did you eat yesterday? Would any of those meals have kept you
from being hungry the next day? Why or why no®?

How many times did you read God’s Word last weel? Were any of these “spiritual
meals” enough to satisfy you for the next day? Why or why not?

Let's take a cue from Jesus, and commit ocurselves to knowing and trusting God’s Word like
Jesus did.
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Most ancient Jews would have put us to shame when it comes to knowing the Word of God,
but Jesus is a cut above the rest. He lived and breathed nothing but God’s Word: teaching
it at every opportunity and letting it guide His actions, motivations, and desires. While His
standard is one we will never reach this side of heaven, writing the Word on your heart is
something you can begin doing right now (Prov. 7:3).

Can you quote a verse from memory? If so, write it out.

Commit to memorizing at least one verse this week. You may even start with one Jesus
quoted. The first verse He would have memorized as a child is Deuteronomy 6:4-5:
“‘Listen, Israel: The LoRD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.’”” Write out the verse you
plan to memorize this week.



Even Jesus, the Son of God, didn’t do everything by Himself. The majority of His ministry was
spent investing in His closest friends. You probably have a godly community around you,
too—at your church, perhaps in your family, and maybe in your friend group. Develop close
godly relationships with the people around you and help each other through both the good
and the bad times. Sometimes, ii’s the people around us who can give us the extra push we
need to avoid temptation.

How do you thinlk having godly people around you can help you avoid temptation?

In Ephesians 2, Paul divided people up into two categories: Those who are “dead in [their]
trespasses and sins” (v. 1} and those who have been made “alive with Christ” (v. 5). Nothing
has changed in the two thousand years since he wrote those words. The people around
us are still divided up into those two categories. As followers of Jesus, we have a prime
opportunity to demonstrate an alternative to living a life dead to sin and temptation.

Out loud, read Ephesians 2:1-5. What do you think the difference is between those
who are “dead” and those who are “alive”?

What kind of life do you think would catch the eye of someone who doesn’t know
Jesus and make them ask, “I wonder what they have that I don't"?
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 6. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 7-9 before coming together as a group. Doing
so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which portions of
the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look for places

in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a Scripture
passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like these will
help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through
the application found in the Live it Out section on pages 10-11. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way 1o connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

- Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 1, and remind siudents to
complete the session devotions on pages 12-15 before your next meeting.

- Challenge students to memorize the Leveis of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 1.

+ Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their perscnal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES




ENGAGE

LEVELS OF BIBLICAL LEARNING STATEMENT <X
Jesus was concejved by the Holy Spirit and born of a
virgin, which means He didn’t inherit the sinful nature
passed down from Adam, which made Him fit to be

our Savior.

Every person on earth shares something in common with
every other person on earth: They have two parents. Now,
not everybody knows both, or either of them, but that doesn’t
mean they don't have them. It's one of the simplest facts
about human life: It takes two people to make a new person.

The same cannot be said of Jesus. His is the only case in
history where a baby was born without an earthly father
involved at all. And the implications for us today are huge.

Do you think it’s easy or difficult for you to believe
Jesus was born to just one parent?

THE PERFECTION
OF CHRIST



SIN NATURE

Let’s say you really have to sneeze, but for whatever reason you just can’t. And it's
driving you crazy. Some people have it a lof easier than others when faced with this
annoying situation: They can look at a bright light and almost instantly begin sneezing.

Here's the crazy pari: There’s a name for this ability. It’s called Autosomal Dominant
Compelling Helioopthalmic Outburst Syndrome-—or more simply {and more appropriately},
ACHOO Syndrome. This is actually a trait passed down from your parents! If one of your
parents has this syndrome, you have a 50 percent chance of having it, too.

What is something—a trait, a quirk, a habit, a feature—you have that your parents
also have?

Everything that makes us up comes from our parents. Their genes combined together to
make the unique blend of DNA that made you. This is how God created us to bel!

They've also passed something down handed to them by their parents, who got it from their
parents, who got it from their parents, and so on, back to the beginning of time: a sin nature.
We're born with hearts that love to sin. Nobody has to teach us to love it.

Sin has been a part of human nature since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.
They were created to live in perfect community with God, but after they disobeyed God's
command, they let sin corrupt their relationship with Him.

Read Genesis 3:1-7,20-24.

Last week we talked about how anything that sits in God’s place on the throne of your life is
sin, whether it's something “big” or something “small.”

What do you think made Adam and Eve's actions sinful?

Why do you think Adam and Eve were kicked out of the garden? Why would it have
been bad for them to stay there?
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SINFUL HEARTS

Adam and Eve’s disobedience upset the way humans and God would interact from that

moment on, Before, they were able to walk and talk with God in paradise, but when they
disobeyed Him, nobody was allowed back into the garden. Because they became sinful,
their children would be like them: humans formed in the Image of God, but tainted by sin.

Take a look at what Paul had to say about the way sin affects all of us,

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously lived
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit now working in the disobedient. We too all previously lived among them
in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and
we were by nature children under wrath as the others were also.

EPHESIANS 2:1-8,

How did Paul describe “this world” (vv. 2-3)?

How do “the ways of this world” oppose the ways of God?

Think about how Paul described the ways of the world in this passage. Those who follow it
are disohedient. They are slaves to their fleshly desires. He calls them “children of wrath.”
He even said before coming to Christ, we were dead!

What do you think Paul meant when he compared those living in sin to people who
are dead?

What does it mean to follow fleshly desires?

Paul's description sounds a lot like Jeremiah's words: “The heart is more deceitful than
anything else, and incurable” (17:9). That word “incurable” means terminally ili. It’s sick
without any hope of getting better on its own. There’s not a thing we can do to revive our
dead, stony hearts. But that's not the end of the story. Not by & long shot.



JESUS RESCUES

Take a look at the marvelous gift Paul mentioned in the Book of Ephesians.

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us
alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace!
EPHESIANS 2:4-5

Let’s see if we can understand two important words Paul used in this passage: mercy and
grace. These words are similar, but have different meanings. If you're shown mercy, you
deserve punishment but are spared from it. If you're shown grace, you get a free gift that you
don’t deserve at all.

When have you been shown mercy—you didn’t receive a punishment you deserved?

When have you gotten something for free that you didn’t deserve?

When God gave us Jesus, He was showing us mercy and grace at the same time. Even
though we were born dead, with hearts that hate putting God on His throne, God loved us
so much He made a way for us to be with Him, even though we don’t deserve it at all.

Read Luke 1:26-35. What characteristics about Mary do you think made her the kind
of person God would use to bring His son into the world?

Jesus is unique among the rest of the humans on Earth. For starters, He doesn't have an
earthly Father. Jesus inherited everything that made Him human from His mother, while also
avoiding the sin nature. He was tempted to sin, yes, but He never did. Paul said it this way:
“Me made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” {2 Cor. 5:21).

Like a lifeguard who rescues people from drowning, Jesus stepped in and rescued us from
our sin.

Because of Adam and Eve, humans have been born into sin for all of history. But Jesus didn’t
inherit the same sin nature we did. He was the only One in all of history who was able to

do what we couldn’t do ourselves: save us from our sin and make a way for us to live in the
presence of God.
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We have a big problem on our hands with this whole sin nature thing. We have nothing we
can do to fix it ourselves, no magic cure to the condition we were born into. This is why it's
so important Jesus came to save us, and why it is so important that He is who He said He is.
Believing in Jesus is the first step to living a life empowered by His Spirit to accomplish the
work that God has for us. And it's the only thing we can do to be saved from the penalty of
death that comes from our rebellious hearts.

Describe the time you first met Jesus.

How did Jesus change you?



What comes to mind when you think of unity? You might think of a laboratory full of
scientists each working small pieces of a really big problem. You may even think of a
peaceful demonstration with people from all sorts of backgrounds holding signs in protest
of something. It turns out both of these have something to do with what unity is: You are a
unified group of people if you share a common goal.

The church today has the strongest thing possible to be unified around: Jesus Christ. When
we believe Jesus is who He said He is and devote ourselves to knowing Him better, we
become more like Him and carry out His work in the world around us. As we do this, we have
brothers and sisters walking alongside us and affirming our faith, no matter how different we
ook or how much distance stands between us.

Why do you think it's important to be unified with other Christians?

What are the important things Christians need to agree on?

CULTURE

Some critics like to point out that the story of Jesus’ virgin birth was something Jews copied
from pagan myths and that Mary had Jesus the same way anybody has a baby. Unfortunately
for them, the case for Jews making up the virgin birth just doesn't hold much water, The
Jewish culture paid zero attention to the false beliefs of ancient Greece—after all, they

had finally learned their lesson in captivity about giving allegiance to beliefs found outside
of God's revelation in Scripture. They were surely eager to not repeat those mistakes.
Statements like this are people’s atternpts to make something miraculous into something
ordinary so they won't be held responsible for what it means if it's true.

Why do you thinlk it is important to believe Jesus was actually born of a virgin?

Why do you think people are so quiclk to deny this fact?

L LSEHHD 40 NOILD3443d 3HLE
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Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 16. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 17-19 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 20-21. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a persanal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

. Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 2, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 22-25 before your next meeting.

. Challenge students to memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 2.

. Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES
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Why are we here? People have been trying to answer this
question for centuries, for milennia, maybe even since the
beginning of time. Philoscphers debate about it and religions
fight about it. Some people ignore the question and bury
themselves in their work to try not to think about it. Some
peaople throw up their hands in frustration and say it can't be
known, so everything must be meaningless.

But Jesus knew exactly why He was here. And by seeing why
He was here, we learn why we're here too.

If someone asked you why you think we're here, what
would you say?




GLORIFY GOD

Have you ever tried to grow a plant? Some plants are exiremely easy to grow: they

do well in direct sunlight and shade and can still grow well even if you don't water them
consistently. Others, like the Ghost Orchid, are pretty difficult. If you want to grow a Ghost
Orchid, you have to make sure that they are attached to a bark mount with a specific glue
and not moved around. Their envirenment should alternate between humid and dry and
should be bright and sunny. Some people even use fans to keep the plants cool enough
during the summer. Talk about a needy plant!

A well cultivated garden with impressive variety and obvious care is beautiful to see, but
it points back to someone important: the one tasked with keeping it. A gardener’s garden
reflects the gardener’s talent.

“I am the true vine, and my Father js the gardener. Every branch in me that does not
produce fruit e removes, and he prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will
produce more fruit. You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you.”
JOHN 15:1-3

Jesus called God a gardener. Calling God a gardener is not much of a stretch—after all,
He's the uliimate gardener, noi just of plants and flowers, but of the Universe. He made
everything from stars and supernovas to ants and atoms!

What do you think God’s ultimate goal was when He created everything?

| will say to the north, ‘Give thern up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them backl’
Bring my sons from far away, and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
everyone who bears my name and is created for my glory. | have formed them;
indeed, I have made them.”

ISAIAH 43:6-7.

How does God'’s creation display His glory?

When Jesus came to earth, He had the exact same thing on His mind: the glorification
of the Father. In fact, it was so heavy on His mind that the thing He talked about more
than anything else-~more than salvation, more than sin, more than injustice—was the
kingdom of God.
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WORSHIP GOD

In your own words, what is worship? How have you experienced worship before?

Worship is not just the second half of “praise.” It isn't just the thing we do in church before
the preacher preaches. Worship is the way you live your life. Paul gave some specific
instruction to the Roman church about worship that help us see clearer what it looks like.

Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, [ urge you to present
your bodies as « living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship.
Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.
ROMANS 12:1-2

What did Paul mean by being a “living sacrifice?”

How did Paul connect our living to our worship in these verses?

When someone shows you mercy, they don’t give you a punishment you actually deserve.
Think of mercy this way. You got a speeding fickel. But when you showed up to pay it, the
Jjudge told you that you were no longer on the hook for it, even though it was your fault to
begin with,

God showed us mercy by withholding the punishment for sin and giving it to Jesus, who
paid the price in our place. This mercy is what Paul said should motivate us to “present [our]
bodies as a living sacrifice.” We tell God, “You bought and paid for me, so 1 am yours. Use
me how you'd like me to be used.”

What would it look like today for someone to tell God, “I'm yours. Put me to work”?

Just like we can tell what kind of tree we're looking at by seeing the kinds of leaves and fruit
it produces, we can tell what kind of heart someone has by the things they do. if someone
has a heart that is selfish and hard, they're not going to behave like someone whose heart is
overjoyed to have been bought and paid for by Jesus.




LIVE HUMBLY

Knowing what Jesus has done for us is the first step toward accepting the gift He offers. He
made Himself like one of us, suffered at our hands, and still cleansed us so we can enter into
fellowship with God.

When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet just days before His crucifixion, He told them they
were supposed to take His example of humility and live it out with others.

In your own words, what is humility?

Have you ever encountered someone who was truly humble? What was it like to be
around that person?

In his book, The Purpose-Driven Life, Rick Warren wrote that “humility is not thinking less of
yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.”? Some believe being humble means thinking you're
less awesome than you are, but that isn't necessarily the truth. More accurately, the person
who is humble thinks of themselves less often than they think of others.

Jesus is the prime example of humility. He had every reason to think highly of Himself: He
was the sinless, eternal Son of Godl But instead of bragging about who He was, He lived
entirely for the glory of the Father. And the life Jesus is one we can model ours after—full of

worship, service, and sacrifice.

Do your actions prove that you've been purchased by Jesus’ blood? Why or why not?

Are there things you feel the Holy Spirit prompting you to change?

6C LSIYHD 40 NOISSIW JFHL
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Have you thought about how incredible it is that Jesus had every opportunity to become
the richest, most powerful persen on the planet, but instead spent His time with twelve
individuals who often just didn't get it? He did this because He was in no way looking for
glory for Himself. He wanted everything He did to bring glory to the Father.

Most of us probably won't ever have the opportunity to become the richest, most powerful
person on the planet, but we absolutely do have the opportunity to glorify God through
our lives,

What does a life that brings God glory look like?

Be honest with yourself: What or who does your life glorify?



On our own, we're pretty good at forgetting what we're supposed to do. We might get
caught up in momentary visions of grandeur or in seeking the approval of someone who
doesn’t ultimately matter. Fortunately for us, God built in an accountability system of other
like-minded believers. We can do our part to help the people around us remember what

it is they’'re here to do, which is to bring God glory at every turn rather than seeking glory
for themselves.

What are ways that we can encourage each other to glorify God in our everyday lives?

Glorifying God isn't something we're supposed to do in the quiet of our own homes or on our
own apart from the rest of the world. Instead, we should be the ones on the forefront of great
things. We should be excellent musicians and artists, athletes and thinkers, and friends. But
we shouldn’t do it so that we can get recognition and glory for ourselves. We live this way so
that, through us, people see only the One we're glorifying: Jesus Christ.

‘Why do you thinlk living a life that glorifies God means we should be excellent at
everything we do?

How can living with excellence help point others to God?

L€ LSIHHD 40 NOISSIW 3HL
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levefs of Biblical Learning Statement on page 26. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 27-29 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 30-31. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

« Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 3, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 32-35 before your next meeting.

- Challenge students to memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 3.

+ Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES




THE MIRACLES
OF CHRIST

ENGAGE

LEVELS OF BIBLICAL LEARNING STATEMENT o(
Jesus, because He is God, had the power to perform
miracles, and He did so as a sign of His divine nature
and to help people overcome their lack of faith.

Some things just can’t be explained. They don't fit inside
the neat system we've set up for examining the world. We
can predict where a ball will land if we throw it, but we're not
very good at explaining the feeling you get in your stomach
before something really important happens.

We might completely figure these things out some day. But
while Jesus was on Earth, He did some things we’ll never be
able to crack. He turned water into wine. He walked on top
of water. He made a storm go away just by speaking. What's
most incredible is that He did all of this for a specific purpose.
Today, we're going to look at one miracle He did that you
might have overlooked before. What it means will absolutely
amaze you.

What miracles have you heard Jesus did? Which is the
most amazing to you, and why?



WONDER OF CREATION

Try to think of the most incredible thing you've ever seen. Some pecople have been
lucky enough to go see something amazing on Earth, like the Grand Canyon or Niagara Falls.
You might have seen a meteor shower or photos of a distant galaxy from a Space telescope.

When have you seen something that filled you with wonder? What was it?

How would you explain the feeling of wonder to someone who had never
experienced it before?

Jesus was something of an expert in wander. When John was describing Jesus, he said,

“All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has
been created” (John 1.3). Paul elaborated a little bit on this, saying we have “one Lord, Jesus
Christ. All things are through him, and we exist through him” (i Cor. 8:6).

If there is one thing consistent in anything that brings us wonder—whether it's the stars
in the sky or the sand on a beach—it's the reason for its existence. We have it because of
Jesus Christ. He's really good at making things that blow our minds.

Since everything we see has the same Creator, it all fits in the same set of rules. In fact,
God's Universe is so ordered and logical that we can observe something and predict how
it will behave in the future. If you drop a rock off of a bridge, you know exactly what will
happen to it. If somecne observes a comet far off in space, they can predict where it will
move. Chairs don't turn into frogs, and items don't pop in and out of existence at random.
Through Jesus, we have an extremely logical, ordered Universe.

What do you think of when you hear the word miracles?

In your own words, what is a miracle? Have you ever seen one?

Jesus performed a lot of miracles. You may have heard of the time He turned water into
wine, or the fime He turned a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish into enough food to
feed thousands. His miracles all proved a point: He is God. But they did something else:
They strengthened the faith of those who witnessed them.
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WORNDER OF HEALING

Let’s take a close look at one of these miracles that Jesus performed to help see this a little
more clearly. We will first try to understand why this miracle was such a big deal, and then
we will discover something incredible about the One who performed it.

When Luke wrote his account, he paid very close attention to detail to help us “feel” the
scene. Read Luke 8:40-48.

Pay attention to verses 42 and 45, What words does Luke include to tell you how
chaotic this situation was?

What was happening at the very beginning of this passage? What problem were they
dealing with before the sick woman touched jesus?

Luke went out of his way to show us how hectic the crowd was that day. First of all, they
were trying to help a desperate father whose daughter was dying. Second, there was an
enormous crowd that was so close together it was “nearly crushing” (v. 42) them.

So when this woman reached out and touched Jesus, there was no way a regular person
would've felt anything special. The crowd was so0 thick that everyone was touching Him! But
He knew there was something special about this woman.

Now, vour Bible probably says that she had suffered “from bleeding for tweive years” (v. 43).
Luke’s audience would’'ve known what this meant, but it gets lost a little bit on us, There’s
actually a passage in the Old Testament that shows us just how extreme her condition was.

Read Leviticus 15:25-28. Note what happens to the things she touches.

When Leviticus tells said someone was “unclean,” it does’t necessarily mean they are
sinful—it just means they have to take some extra steps before they can re-enter society.
For example, someone who had a skin disease would be considered “unclean” because
they could transmit their diseases to other people and spread them. The same goes with
someone who is bleeding a lot: Blood carries diseases, so it is important to keep them away
from others until they stop bleeding.



WORNDER OF SALVATION

The woman mentioned in Luke 8:40-48 had been bleeding for 12 years! This was a serious
condition for her—both for her physical health and for her social status.

Together, try to guess what this woman’s daily life looked like. What challenges do |
you think she faced on a daily basis?

How do you think the people around her treated her?

She had probably lived the last twelve years of her life in complete isolation and frustration.
She kept going to doctors to get better, but none of them could find a cure for her condition.

{Shej had endured much under many doctors. She had spent everything she had
and was not helped at all. On the contrary, she became worse.
MARK 5:26

She was broke, broken, and hopeless.
But then she heard about this man people were calling the Son of God. They said He could
do amazing things, like walk on top of the water and make diseases going away just by

touching those who needed healing.

Re-read Luke 8:44-48. What happened to her after she touched Jesus’ robe? How did
Jesus react? How does this interaction make you feel?

What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “Your faith has saved you™?

There's no doubt this woman put as much faith as she had in as much of Jesus as she knew.
And that was enough to heal her. When Jesus performs a miracle, He does it to strengthen
the faith of those who witness it—faith in Him as the one and only Son of God.
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Whenever Christ performed a miracle—and whenever anybody in the early church did the
same in His name—the purpose was extremely simple: They were making a way for the news
of Jesus to be preached. These miracles validated the message that followed. Every time we
see a miracle in the Bible, its purpose was to point those who witnessed it back to God.

Jesus may not use you to do supernatural things in His name, but you still have the
opportunity to use your actions to make His name known. How can you use your
actions to point people to Christ?



In Acts 2, one of the more interesting miracles is recorded. There were a bunch of people
from all over the world who had made a trip to Jerusalem, which happened to also be the
place where the disciples were waiting. Then, all at once, the disciples started preaching
the gospel to these people—but the amazing thing was that these peopie from all over
heard what they were saying in their own languages. They knew what was going on in this
community of believers was something they needed to be a part of. Before long, at least
3,000 people goi saved.

How can we make our Christian communities places people can’t wait to be a part of?

Miracles were just one way the gospel message was made accessible to people who didn’t
believe. For instance, when Paul visited Athens, He didn’t have to perform miracles in order
to get them to listen to Him; instead, He went to a place where people were holding debates
about philosophy and pagan gods. He then used their own debate style and patierns of
speech to tell them about Jesus in a way they would have understood (Acts 17:16-34).

What are some ways we can use methods that people understand in order to help
them see and understand the gospel message?
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 36. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group iime before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 37-39 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a guestion or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 40-41, Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

« Introduce the personal devoiions that follow Session 4, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 42-45 before your next meeting.

+ Challenge students to memarize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 4.

- Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES
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_ Because rio sin can enter God ) presence and because

' 4Jesus is holy, He .rs the only wcry people can connect
Cwith God.

We cannot imagine a world without sin. Everywhere we look,
sin has caused devastation and heartbreak and violence
and injustice. Inside of our hearts, it wreaks havoc. It is

easy for us to become bitter, angry, jealous, or filled with
impure thoughts.

But that isn’'t the way it was supposed to be. God made us
to live in community with Him: to walk and talk with Him
the same way we do with our friends. But we broke that
fellowship, and we break it fresh every day. Fortunately,
Jesus gave us a way to make it right again.

How would you explain what sin is to someone who
had never heard of it before?



SIN BREAKS FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

What is a food that you just can’t stand eating?

We may be fully capable of eating those foods but we don’t because we hate them! God has
a similar reaction to our sin, though with even more serious consequences, He detests it.

Cut loud, read the ways God describes looking at sin:

Why do you want more beatings? Why do you keep on rebelling? The whole head
is hurt, and the whole heart is sick. From the sole of the foot even to the head, no
spot is uninjured— wounds, welts, and festering sores not cleansed, bandaged, or
soothed with oil,

ISAIAH 1:8-8

Why do you force me to look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Oppression
and violence are right in front of me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict escalates.
HABAKKUK 1:3

What are some of the descriptions that you saw showing how God sees and interacts
with His people’s sin?

Why do you think He hates it so much?

What happens to our relationship with God when we sin?

One of the clearest pictures of what happens between us and God when we sin is in
Genesis, when the very first people sinned.

God ordered Adam and Eve to leave the Garden and work the ground to survive

(Gen. 3:22-24). They were removed from the place where God’s presence was. Once, they
could walk and talk with Him, tive like family in one house. But then they decided that they
knew better than He did. They put their own desires above His. They deliberately disobeyed
the command He'd given them. They severed their relationship.
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SIN PREVENTS HOLY LIVING

If there’s something humans have proven throughout history, it's that they're really great at
messing everything up. Which is why Jesus was so remarkable. While He was fully God, He
was also fully human—and He was completely perfect.

But we see something that sets Jesus apart very early on in His ministry.

Just then a man with an unclean spirit was in their synagogue. He cried out, "What
do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to desiroy us? |
know who you are—the Holy One of God!”

MARK 1:23-24

Who did the demon say Jesus is? Why is this surprising, especially considering
who said it?

What do you think it means to be holy?

Holiness does not mean purity or perfection; it comes from a word meaning “set apart.” Most
of us know what it means to be set apart. We might have a fancy set of clothes we reserve
for special occasions, a favorite meal we eat only on certain days, or a go-to friend on tough
trivia questions. We even celebrate holidays—days set apart for celebrating something
special. But what holiness drives at is being set apart for use by God.

What do you think is the difference between someone who is holy and someone
who isn’t?

Peter helps us understand what holiness looks like when by contrasting holiness with “the
desires of your former ignorance” (1 Pet. 1:14). Put simply: Before we knew Christ, we behaved
in a certain way, but after we came to know Him, we behaved, thought, and lived a new way.

What do you think are some examples of “desires of your former ignorance,” as Peter
said? (Think lust, greed, dishonesty.)




SIN IS DEFEATED BY PUTTING ON CHRIST

This is important to note: The things we do are not what make us holy. Plenty of people who
don’t call Jesus Lord are generous, honest, and act with integrity. Holiness is deeper than
that. And it can only come from one person; Jesus, Himself.

Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not
in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t make plans fo gratify the desires of the flesh.

ROMARNS 13:13-14

For those of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.
GALATIANS 3:27

As believers, wrap ourselves with Jesus the way we'd wrap ourselves with a blanket on a
cold night. When people see us, we want them fo see Jesus, too.

In your own words, what does it mean to “put on” Jesus? What does this look like for
you—in your school, in your home, in your friend groups?

How would putting on Christ affect the way we interact with the people around us?

Putting on Christ changes us entirely, because when we do, everything about us becomes
different. He makes us new. He makes us holy in God’s eyes. If we've put on Christ, then it’s
not just the world who sees Him; God does, too.

By ourselves we are not holy. We're sinful people in desperate need of a Savior. Our hearis
are detestable to God to the point that our sin actually makes Him sick. But Jesus is totally

different: He is perfect. He's the only one worthy of standing in the Father’s presence. This
means He is the only One who can bring us into God's presence—and it can only happen if
you are covered by His sacrifice.

When people look at you, what do they see? Do they see you or do they see Jesus?

What is your next step in setting yourself aside and putting on Christ?
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You can tell a lot about someecne by the clothes they wear. If you see someone in sweatpants
and a camfy t-shirt, you might assume they have an easy day coming up and plan on being
home. If you see someone dressed up in a tux, you would probably assume that have a fancy
event to attend. In Romans 13:14, Paul told us to “put on...Christ” if we want to avoid gratifying
the desires of the flesh. As Christians, we are to “wear” Christ, to put on His attributes and act
the way that He would act.

What attributes of Jesus should we be imitating?

Would you say it’s difficult or easy to imitate Christ? Explain.




When Paul wrote 1o the Roman church to put on Christ, he wasn't writing to one specific
person, but to an entire group of people. A whole church full of believers in Christ would have
read the letter he wrote, just as we are reading it today. As individuals we should do as Jesus
would have done and we as an entire body of believers should be doing the same. There

are some advantages that come with “putting on Christ” as a whole body of people—we all
have different things we're good at, areas of influence, and ways we express ourselves. lf we
leverage our different strengths, we can take steps toward being the body of Christ.

What do you think the advantages are of being a whole body of believers acting
like Chxrist?

There is not a single person on Earth who would be exempt from Jesus’ sacrifice. Paul said
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Rom. 10:13}, no matter who they
are or what they look like or where they live. The message of Christ tears down national
boundaries, racial divides, and economic gaps and puts us all in the same boat. We are all
sinners, and we all have access to the incredible sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf.

How does the gospel put everyone on equal footing?

Who is someone (or a group of people) you think needs to hear the gospel?
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 46. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 47-49 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be famillar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdoie io a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided, Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoocthly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 50-51. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

+ Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 5, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 52-55 before your next meeting.

- Challenge students to memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session b.

- Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES




.LEVELS OF BiBLICAL LEARNING STATEMENT e T e O< .
From the begmmng, God planned that Jesus would -

save people from their sins, and it was necessary
that He would be crucified and raised.

There’s something beautiful about a plan that goes perfecily.
Everything is planned for, everything is performed to
perfection, and the outcome is exactly the one hoped for. We
see it all the time in movies and TV shows, and the resultis
so satisfying.

God has a plan, toc. And since He's God, the plan is perfect.
And g little bit mind-blowing. What's more, this plan centers
entirely around Jesus. Me carried it out—and continues
carrying it out—to perfection.

Have you ever had a plan go exactly as you wanted it
to? It might have been something simple, like a family
vacation. It might have been something bigger, like a
surprise birthday party. Tell us about it.



GOD'S PLAN

When some authors sit down to write a story, they don’t have anything but a character

in mind, They don't know what kinds of things the character will get into until they start
putting them in different situations. They might get fired from a job or get a flat tire on the
way to school. They might get bitten by a radioactive spider or lose their best friend in a
terrible accident. The author puts the character into different situations and sees what kind
of story comes out of it

What is your favorite story? How do you think the author wrote it?

When God writes a story, He doesn't do it in pieces; He has the entire plan in mind at all
times. He knows everything that will happen but lets us unravel the mystery one piece at a
time. Even when we do things we think surprise Him, He already knew about it.

Even when the things are really bad. When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden,
He already had a plan in place to fix the relationship we'd broken—and it would involve
sacrificing His one and only Son on our behalf.

Before His Son came, God's people looked forward to His coming, and God sprinkled little
clues about what He would de throughout their lives. The very first hint came immediately
after Adam and Eve sinned. Let’s see if we can investigate it and figure out how it shows
God’s plan.

Read Genesis 3:14-15.

What do you know about what has happened up until this point in the story?

The serpent, which we learned a few weeks ago was the craftiest of all the animals, tempted
Eve to directly disobey God’s command. So here, God tells the serpent—we could call him
the tempter—he would have some trouble with her down the road. Wherever there are
people (the woman’s offspring), there will be a struggle with the tempter.

But God did more than tell the tempter there would be a struggle between his offspring and
the woman's. The tempter may be able to nip at cur heels, but what God has to say is far more
encouraging for the descendants of Eve (us) than it is for the serpent: Eve’s offspring will win,
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EARLY CLUES

By connecting snakes with temptation, sin, and death, God was setting His people up for a
stunning revelation of just how much He loved them. In fact, the most famous verse in the
whole Bible comes because of Israel’s history with snakes.

But let’s not get ahead of ourselves. We have to see the story as God unfolded it so
that we can see how God intended for His Son to conquer sin by dying on the cross,
from the beginning.

In Numbers 21, the Israelites found themselves in a bit of a predicament. Like usual, they
brought this predicament on themselves, They were wandeting around in the wilderness
before entering the promised land and, as we've basically come to expect from them, they
started complaining. The Israelites were very good at complaining.

Read Mumbers 21:4-9,

What are some things you hear people complaining about most often?

Part of the Israelites’ problem was that they didn't trust God to provide for them and
lead them through the desert. Do you find it easy or difficult to trust God? Why?

When the [sraelites started rebelling (again), God sent in poisonous snakes. The Israelites
had decided they were more knowledgeable than God was and thought He should do things
their way instead of them doing things His way. When God sent in the plague of snakes, they
caused all kinds of destruction. People got bitten and died. The consegquences of their sin,
like the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin, was death.

But God didn't just send death. He also gave them a way to be saved from it. Look at

the order of the events, The people sinned. Their sin had a consequence. The peaple
recognized that they were sinful and turned away from it, and then were saved from death
through a miracle of God. He didn't take what was hurting them away; instead, He made it so
that they could be saved from it by faith.

Why do you think God told them to look at the bronze serpent lifted up on the pole
instead of just taking the snakes away?



HOW TO BE FREE

Faith in God to save us from our sins is not something that came in the New Testament.
Faith has always been the way God saves His people: more specifically, faith in the One
God would send to free us from its consequences forever. The Israelites looked forward to
that day—the day Eve’s offspring would finally crush the head of the tempter and make His
peopie free.

When that offspring finally arrived, He gave a really interesting explanation about how he'd
save people from their sin. He used the same story God had been telling about salvation
from the beginning.

Read John 3:1-17.
Here, we're introduced to an interesting character: a really smart, prominent spiritual leader
named Nicodemus. He had questions for Jesus about eternal life, but Jesus wanted him
to see something different than what he came to find out. He wasn't just going to find out

about eternal life, he was going ic learn how to be rid of sin’s curse.

Which of these verses reminded you of Israel with the snakes? Explain.

How was Jesus’ death on the cross like the bronze serpent in Numbers 217

Many of us have heard John 3:16 before, but when we put it in its context, the verse
comes alive. It also connects us with a story God has been telling since the beginning of
time: Sin has eternal consequences, but He would send a way for us to be free of those

consequences forever. The only way that could happen was for Jesus to be “lifted up” (v. 14).

On your own, take a few minutes to write out your answers to these questions eitherin a
journat or a note on your phone.

What does it mean to believe in something?

Do you believe Jesus saves you from your sin? Why?
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The most incredible Bible Study that ever happened is recorded for us in Luke 24:13-35.
After His resurrection, Jesus found two people walking on the road talking about some of
the things that had happened to Jesus in the previous few days. That conversation led up
to verse 27, where it says Jesus, “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, interpreted for
them at the things ¢oncerning himself in all the Scriptures.”

SRR Bt

The only Scriptures they had at this time were what we call the Old Testament. Jesus literaily
had a Bible Study with these two disciples where He started in Genesis (*Moses”) and went
through the prophets (those smaller books near the end of the Old Testament) to show where
He was in all of it. The entire Bible talks about Jesus from cover to cover, It is and always has
been about Him,

Look up the following verses. How do you see them talk about Jesus?

» GGenesis 3:15:

* Deuteronomy 18:15:

-

Isaiah 7:14:

Isaiah 9:6:

L



When Jesus ascended to heaven at the beginning of Acts, He had about 120 followers
(Acts 1:15). Though there may have been a few others here and there, the number of people
carrying the gospel message was relatively small. Imagine how short the story would have
been if those people had kept the message to themselves instead of taking it all over

the world!

We have the same opportunity today. We, as the body of Christ, have been entrusted with the
message of Jesus, and we're faced with a choice: Do we sit among ourselves and hide it or
do we leverage the strength of the group and take it to anybody who needs to hear it? The
gospel is one of the only things you guard effectively by giving it away to someone else.

Think about your community of believers, even the ones in this room. How can you
all work together to be faithful guardians of the gospel?

You can probably think of people in your own life who don't think much about sin: They pretty
much do whatever it is they feel like doing. But we know the truth: Sin is extremely harmful

to everyone involved. Even worse, we know sin brings death (Rom. 6:23). But usually, it's not
very helpful to walk up to someone and say, “Hey. Stop sinning.” Instead, as a Christian, you
have an opportunity to live out a life that is actively seeking out sin in your own heart and
putting it to death wherever you can. Living this way goes against a culture that tells you, “do
whatever you want.”

What kind of effect do you think a whole group of people practicing holy living would
have on a culture not very concerned with living that way?

How would such a lifestyle stick out?
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 56. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 57-59 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE iT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 60-61. Lock for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

+ Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 6, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 62-65 before your next meeting.

- Challenge students to memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 6.

+ Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES
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'Jesus sits ut God s nght hand and contmuaﬂy

o intercedes 'for behevers as our. advocate medfutor

: .Gnd hrgh pnest - :

As we have seen, Jesus has always existed within the
Godhead as the second person of the Trinity. After His
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven and
the Holy Spirit was sent to dwell within God's people. Jesus
is now at the Father's right hand, making intercession for us
as we seek to live our lives for His glory.

What does it mean to be an advocate for someone?
A mediator?



REMEMBER THE BLOOD

Memories are pretty crazy if you think about it. They're kind of like replaying a movie
in your brain, but it’s @ movie you've lived. Funny enough, one of the best ways to remember
something is through smell.

Smell is ridiculousty powerful. Your smell receptors are connected to your brain’s emotional
center, which is why sometimes vou smell something and it brings up a powerful memory of
another time you smelled ihat same thing.!

What are some of your favorite smells? Why?

Are there any smells that bring up memories for you? What are they?

We use all kinds of senses to remember things, and the [sraelites weren't any different.
But for them, there was something they were around a lot that brought up bad memories.
The sight, smell, and sticky humidity of blood was pretty regular in Israel’s society, and it
reminded them how sinful they were. Look at how the author of Hebrews says it:

According to the faw almost everything is purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
HEBREWS 9:22

Blood can be pretiy gross to think about. When someone says the word blood, what
comaes to mind?

Why do you think some people get a little squeamish when we start talking
about blood?

It’s a good thing talking about blood makes us feel a little icky. It's almost never a good sign
when someone Is bleeding. It does all kinds of good things inside of our bodies, but causes
some issues when it is on the outside. If you lose too much of i, you can't even survive!
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THE NEED FOR ATONEMENT

For hundreds of years, Israel’s streets were flowing with blood—the blood of animals. Daily
at the temple, people were taking lambs, doves, oxen, and goats to be slaughtered and
offered as payment for their sins. The system God set up made sure the people always
remembered how serious their sin was, because the smell of blood in the air would never let
them forgot.

Even though sacrifice was a regular thing for the Israelites, there was one day that was more
important than the rest: the Day of Atonement. And there was one person on the Day of
Atonement who was more important than the others: the High Priest. Leviticus 16 tells us all
about the Day of Atonement.

Read Leviticus 16:3-5,11-16,20-22,27-28,30.

Based on what you read, what do you think it means to atone for something?

When is a time you’ve had to atone for something you've done?

Atonement means making amends for something you've done wrong. It’'s way more than just
saying you're sorry; it requires humbling yourself, removing the selfishness that makes you
say, “it's not my fault,” and going out of your way to make up for the wrong you did.

But the way God feels about sin is obvious because of the brutal way it can be atoned. The
penalty for sin, for betraying God’s standard, is death.

A lot of those Leviticus passages were pretty difficult to read. Imagine how much

more difficult they were to perform! How does the sacrificial system help you
understand how seriously God takes sin?

How seriously do we take sin today? What makes you think that?



JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST

It was the High Priest’s job, one day a year, to do something nobody else was allowed (or
able) to do: enter God’s holy place and atone for the sins God's people committed. Year
after year, decade after decade, century after century, this was one of the High Priest’s most
important tasks. But it never stopped, because animal sacrifices made by sinful humans
were only temporary. There was no lamb spotless enough to cover sin once and for all, and
no priest holy enough to offer such a sacrifice.

Now many have become Levitical priests, since they are prevented by death
from remaining in office. Buf because he remains forever, he holds his priesthood
permanently. Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God
throtgh him, since he always lives to intercede for them.

HEBREWS 7:23-25.

Once, people had to provide their own sacrifices for the priest to offer. But then Jesus
came along as our new High Priest and gave the only sacrifice that could cover all sin
forever: Himself. But this passage also says He does something else for us. It's a fancy word
called intercession.

Without looking it up, do you know what intercession is? When might you have
someone intercede for you?

If someone intercedes for you, that means they step in on your behalf and take your side. We
might think of lawyers as people who intercede for us: they argue our case in front of a judge
so that we don't have to.

Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the one who died, but even more,
has been raised: he also is at the right hand of God and intercedes for us.
ROMANS 8:34

How awesome is that picture! Even though we are not perfect by any means, if we've put
ourselves under Jesus’ authority, He is standing before God right this second arguing for
us. And because Jesus is constantly interceding for those who are His children, we are
His forever.

As you close your study time togethey, take some time alone with Jesus. Read back
over some of the passages we've explored and thank Jesus for what they tell you He’s
done for you.
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A man named John was in court because he was accused of stealing property from the
people he was staying with. When his name came up on the judge’s list, the judge called it
out for the whole court to hear: “Is John present?” But John didn’t have to say anything at all.
Instead, his attorney stood and said, “He’s present, your honor.” The atiorney stepped in and
had the judge look at him instead of at John—the judge would be dealing with the attorney
from that point on.

That's what Jesus does for us as our advocate. When God looks at you and says, “what right
do you have to come into my presence,” Jesus stands in your defense and says, “He’s with
me. I've already covered him.”

How does knowing what Christ did and is doing for you affect the way you
see yourself?



We have to be careful not to be trapped in a “me only” gospel. Everybody who has been
saved by Christ is in the same situation: None of us deserves it, but we alf received His grace
anyway. He’s not only interceding for you, He's interceding for everyone who is called by His
name. This is a truth that should bind us together and unite us under the same banner: the
grace of our Savior, Jesus.

Do you feel connected with the people in your church?

How do you think we can make biblical community a place people feel more
welcomed and connected?

It is comforting to know Jesus is actively fighting for us. It feels good to know someone is in
your corner. Because we know what that feels like, we have an opportunity to show that to
other people, also. There are people all around us who need someone to fight for them, or at
the very least stand with them and let them know they are not alone.

Who are people today who may not know Jesus, but need to know that someone is
there for them? How can you be someone who is there for them?

How do you think standing with them could help them see Jesus?

L. LSEYHD 40 NOILD310dd IHE



VOL. 2

92 MILESTONES

ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 66. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way o begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 67-69 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUYT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 70-71. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from yvour own past. Sharing a personal story

or illustration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

« Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 7, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 72-75 before your next meeting.

+ Challenge students o memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 7.

-+ Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this week.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES




- .LEVELS OF B!BLICAL LEARH]%G STATEMENT O<

Jesus will one day return to.exercise H:s re;gn over. ...
-creation, and-He will make all things new.. .-, :

The stadium is full. All of the opening acts have finished,

and you are just moments away from your favorite band
taking the stage. You've been waiting for it for what seems
like forever, and now It’s so close to being here that you

can almost taste it. Your heart starts beating faster, you're
shuffling around with nervous excitement for the moment the
lights go out and you know the show is about to begin.

There are few things more exciting than the moments just
before something we've been waiting for gets started. We
know it’ll come; all we have to do is wait for it. Just before
Jesus [eft after His resurrection, He made a promise: He's
coming back. And when He does, absolutely everything
will change.

When have you experienced the nervous excitement of
waiting for something to start?



THE END IN SIGHT

When all of a story’s conflicts have finished, all of the characters have made their

final decisions, and the loose threads are tied up neatly, the ending can happen. Otherwise,
it’s not a very satisfying story at all. There’s a word for the final moments of the story:

the denouement.

The story God has been telling since the beginning of creation has many of the same things
the stories you just talked about have. It has a great number of conflicts, a vast enemy, and,
most importantly, an ending already in mind. In fact, Scripture tells us how the story will end,
and it will end with victory.

When most of us think about telling the end of the story, we immediately think of the Book
of Revelation. But that is far from the first time we hear about how God will end His story.
And every single time we hear about it, the ending is always the same; it ends with Jesus on
the throne.

Qut loud, read some of the Old Testament passages that talk about Jesus reigning on the
throne, and answer the following question about them:

How do you thinlk these passages reference Jesus coming to reign?

Isaiah 9:6-T7:

Jeremiah 23:5:

Daniel 7:13-14:

Psalm 22:27-31:

There are dozens of places in the Old Testament that talk about the Messiah coming to rule
over creation and make all things new, but New Testament writers knew the exact same
thing was true.

What do each of them say about what He will do?

o Luke 1:26-33:
« Acts 3:17-21:

» 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7:
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THE RETURN OF THE KING

Here’s the picture of what has happened by the time we get to the passage we're about to
read. Jesus has been betrayed by one of His closest friends, questioned in multiple courts,
mocked and spat on by a crowd of people, flogged to within an inch of His life, nailed
through the wrists and feet to a wooden plank, and left to die. But even more, Jesus became
the perfect sacrificial lamb, bearing the sins of the entire world. He's withstanding not only
indescribable pain and humiliation, but was also feeling the weight of the sins of anybody
who would ever believe in Him. That’s when this happens:

From noon untif three in the afternoon darkness came over the whole land.
About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lemé
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
MATTHEW 27:45-46

Some thought He was calling for Elijah. Some thought He'd gone crazy. But those who knew
Him as a Rabbi would've known something else: He was teaching them a lesson explaining
what had happened and what was going to happen next. What Jesus was telling those
listening to what He was actually saying was, “Turn with me to Psalm 22"

Reod Psalm 22.

What parts of this Psalm remind you of what was currently happening to Jesus?

Describe in your own words how the Psalm ends.

Why do you think Jesus wanted His followers to hear this?

Even in the darkest hour of His life, Jesus was telling His disciples it wasn’t over. He was
being crushed like a worm for our sins, but Kingship still belongs to Him. The grave wouldn't
keep Him, and when He returned He'd be bringing all of heaven with Him.



ALL THINGS NEW

We live in an extremely fortunate time. We don’t have to sacrifice goats or lambs or pigeons
to atone for our sins. We get to hold copies of the Bible in our hands. We can read the whole
of God's story all at once, and see the big picture of what God has done, what He is doing,
and what He will do in time to come. Best of all, we know that He will make things new.

When John saw a prophecy of things to come, this is how he wrote it would be once Jesus
came back.

Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity,
and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with
them and will be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death
will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous
things have passed away.

REVELATION 21:3-4

The only thing we have to do to inherit the life God promises us is submit to the lordship of
His Son: the perfect, sinless Son of God who was killed on our behalf, who was raised from

the dead, who returned to heaven, and who will come again.

As you close your time together, take a few minutes to get alone with God and answer
these questions:

Jesus will come again to rule over creation. But does He rule your heart now? if not,
why not?

You've learned a lot about Jesus over the course of these few weeks. What is your
next step?

Who is one person you know who needs to hear about jesus?
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Jesus is sovereign. He is in control of everything, meaning there is nothing you could ever
experience that He doesn't know about—even the really difficult things. Not one person
will get through life without knowing hard times, but those of us who know Jesus can
endure them with hope. Our hope is that Jesus is risen, reigning, and promises to make all
things new,

How do you think difficulties and tough times help us see Jesus?

What is something you’re going through right now that can draw you closer to Christ?



Gad's kingdom doesn’t just refer to the kingdom He will come back to set up; it's something
He said was here, now. He said we don't just point to a place and say, “Look there’s God’s
kingdom!” He said, “You see, the kingdom of God is in your midst” (Luke 17:21). Just as you
are still a citizen of the United States even if you're in a forelgn couniry, we are members

of God's kingdom even though we're living on this temporary Earth, We are His kingdom
because we are His people, and we will populate it when He comes back to rule.

What does it mean to you to be a citizen of the United States? How does that help you
see what it means to be a part of the kingdom of God?

As Christians, we eagerly await the day Jesus comes back to take His church home. But that
doesn’t mean we're sitting on our hands, looking at the sky, and praying the day comes soon.
Jesus will come to rule over His kingdom on earth, but we can also go before Him and bring
His kingdom to people here, today. There is an entire world who doesn’t know who Jesus is
and doesn't know the joy of living in His kingdom, and we have the opportunity to show them
what that is like.

How can you bring the kingdom of God to people who aren’t part of it?
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ENGAGE

Start the session by reading the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement on page 76. Then,
use the introduction provided as a way to begin your group time before transitioning to the
Discuss section.

DISCUSS

Be sure to read the Discuss section on pages 77-79 before coming together as a group.
Doing so will allow you to be familiar with the material and will help you select which
portions of the material you would like to cover in the allotted amount of group time. Look
for places in the Discuss section where you can add a personal anecdote to a question or a
Scripture passage to share in addition to what has been provided. Making preparations like
these will help your group time run more smoothly and be more effective in the end.

LIVE IT OUT

After your group works through the Discuss section, take some time to move through the
application found in the Live It Out section on pages 80-81. Look for specific, personal
ways you can connect with the material from your own past. Sharing a personal story

or illusiration that connects with the lesson is a great way to connect with students and
creates an atmosphere where students also feel comfortable sharing.

WEEKLY LEADER TIPS

. Introduce the personal devotions that follow Session 8, and remind students to
complete the session devotions on pages 82-85 before your next meeting.

. Challenge students to memorize the Levels of Biblical Learning Statement for
Session 8.

. Encourage students to be in the habit of building into their personal prayer lives with
what they have learned this weelk.

WEEKLY LEADER NOTES
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